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PRIVILEDGESZ 


OF THE 


PEOPLE; 


E Principles — Right and Free: 
| dome, briefely laid open = aſler- 
red in two Chapters, 


2 


: I, Containing the diftini# Interefts of King , Parliement and Pev- 
ple, confiſting in Prerogative, Privilcdge and Liberiy ( as % 
they have formerly obtained in this Nation.) 5 | 


| 


> Il. | Diſcover! ng the Peoples Right in Choice, Change, 0! Reeula- B& | 
ion of Governments 07 GOVernours : Together with the Ori. 3 * | 
 Linall of Kingly Power, and other Forms of Government. &* 


3 
& Propounded to the Conſideration , and publiſhed Ta 


tor the benefit of the PEOP LE .of 
ENGL AN D, 


By. Fo. Warr, 


Tacit. 
Principatus' & Libertas res olim dijſeciabiles. 


LONDON, 
Pgnted by G. Dawſon for Giles Calvert at the figne of the 5 
black ſpread Bogle at the well "a of rok 1649. 
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WONT + - © ip bd 
Diſcovering tbe diſtin@ Interefls of 
* king, Parlament, and People. _ 


8 'SnCT.: 1, 


RIF p*riority above the Irerefſt of the People, is called 
WA Prerogative or Kingly greatnes ;5 Which is a7 x- 
ber or exuberance growing out from the fork, of the Com - 
201 wealth , partly chrough the weaknes: and indulzence of 
People to their Kings and Rulers, ( which hath been moſt e- 
minent in'the Engliſh Nation ) and partly through the an- 
bition and luſt of Princes themiclves , whe not confidering 
their greatueſſe as in a principle of #xnion with the P eople,,,ina 
way of tendencie and ſubſerviencie bh 190 good, have 
heighened cthemfelves beyond rheir due , and framed a 
dftinft Intereſt of their ow, pretendedly Swpream? To ad- 
vance this Intereſt, Kings and Princes have poliriqnes, and 
Principles of their own, and certain Srate-maxims , whereby 
they ſoarealofr, and walk in a diltin& way of oppoſitionto 
the Rights and Freedowes of the People ; all which you may 
ſein Machiavils Prince, | PORTS 2283s 
_ Hence it is that Kings have been always jealous of the peo- 
- ple, and have held forth their own Intereſt , as a Myſtery ot 
Rid4le,nor te be pried into by ordmary underſtandinvs : _ 


ERIXEELDDIETS i — ee Ir 


bs 


(3) a 
and r1yraunons Intereſt have a 
drindeed againſt our Freedone 


watchfully obſerved, as have 
red inany Light , or diſcovery of the corruptneſleof the Pre» 


rogative Intereſt hence js,it that the Expoſitions of Parens 


u200 Rom.1 3. were cenfured/and condemned by the Comrr 


Party, as giving too much Liberty to Swubjetts, to rcilt their 


F\4 Ings; and the. Genevah notes yponl Exod.l.v. 17. Were 
diſliked by Ksng fames,becaulc they countenanced the Af;J. 
wives d;ſobedience to the King 3: not, but that the thing com- 
manded was unlawfull , but 1c was interpretedto' open too 
pt a gap to theruine of this Intereſt , of which wee now 
{ | 


greateſt hazard have adventured their own Freedomesas a Se- 


 erifice to the Pwublike 3 and:have made forth diſcoveries of the 


corruption & rottenes of this oppreſſive Prerogative Iatere 
Wn ire bt grounds of - Publikg Freedom, - f, 


this hath been cenſured by the Porencie of that Intereſt - 


which it did oppoſe, as an offence nolefe then piacular; And 
their Perſons loaded withcalumnics of all ſorts, as being 3 fa- 
tion or Party of Levellers , as King 7ames cals ſome 1a his 
Star-chamber Speccb. _ * »of os Orr 
And thoygh we may poſlibly. ſuppoſe that the corruption 
of this F299. may be in ſome 'meaſdre diſcovered 20 chab 
that uſe it , and that Kings themſclves may ſuck in ſome prine 
ciples of common Right and Freedome ; ſome glimmerings 


Whereof, ſcem to ſparkle in the wrir5ngs of , King Fames , yer- 


their judgements are ſoover clouded by their I=zereſts , that 
they doe notonely blinde cbemſe/ves., but hoodwink others, 


and all to eſtabliſh :þ4t , which God himſclf purpoſes -ro de- 


- 


ſroy and overthrow. | | 0 
For when Prixciples ot light and knowleage ſhall be advan- 
ced amongſt mey , they ſhall then ſcorn to be ſabjeR to the 


corrupt Wils and Luſts of others : they ſhall know no Policie, - 
bug inregritie and hon eſtie ; Falſe intereſts ſhall tumble down - 
Pt ny ory | OOauah.. 


And yet ſome have not bcen wanting, who in times of- 
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(3) 
ſe take place, and Prerogative be wor- 


4f- this:were made out 'to: Princes themſelves ,; they 
would.nat onely prophene their own myſfterics,and make them 
common, bur ſacrifice their grearxeſſe to the light of Truth, 
(vehanchſooticaſcrifed Track to i ff) and indy 
whichway 20 adranetthe Peoples [viercſt, thoughin oppoli- 
tion, to-thcir anc: ind if this ſolf-dewying ſpirie were in 
them ,and.the power of Travh , the ogg way of workly 
force a0d ſpoilerwould be. prevented , and the work rendered 
more<caſieto.:chro/elues and; others,” 


y 
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i| -. (Of Priviledge, or Parliament Interest; 


F the :;yoice of Commur Right or Freedome could be heard 
Jamongk Aſs, the world wauld/not be ſo deeply engaged 
uf«Fivns, anddiſtin Purvics,, as they are; but this is the 
muſcry 5, The wvindes of men being prejudiced with corrupt 
Inzereſtq of ane fortorother, and: pertinaciouſly/adhearing to 
them, doe contributerheirinmoſtaſſilkance aqmayy ; "= 
parely through che inbred corruption within men, and partly 
through thoſe: provocations which'( in the hear of conteſt 
they meetwith, from Jncereſts which arc ar variance with 
their ow# (for even ersch itſelf will juſtle its/adverſaric in a 
arrow paſle ) Henoe:it lis that! forme are faid to: be for the 
ing, lometorthe Parliament ; ſome for the Army." , — 
But is T:r#:bdivided ? Is there nor one common principle of 
Freedome, Which(if diſcovered )would reconcile all ; Tis true 
this Principle may be weakly and imperfeAly managed by the 
Chilaren.thereof,,»but:the miſcarriage (whether reall or ſup- 
poſed ) is nor to;.-be charged upon the P rinciple "it {elf ; And 
yer.thys is the praQiſe of -corrupt men, who take advantage 
fram common frailtiesin the proſecution of ju# things, tocry 
downthe things, 7 hemſolves;and fo to irengehentheir adhe- 
lion to their own 1#tereFts, though never ſo corrupt. © 
! The pureſt civill ;ucereſt , is the Peoples Freedome which 
Th may 


he 
63 £ 


vatmagsroleeup hanſl and ws 
ataire 


vant of the Church , whileſt be caeretſorh mile-and domina- 


. tion over it, 


Priviledge hath formedit ſelf intoaUliſtin& 7ntereſt, as well 
as Prerogative , and hath pores its originall. and fre, thinks. 
it ſelf compleat. wathou or cquall: 'Tint® hathic broke 
off it ſelf, fronrits ſtock, and like: a ſuccoxr draws nouriſhment 
away frot@ che. Unc brevcbes; To that.y Where'Prerogative 
and Priviicdge'are 184 thrivieg Dolktze, che Freedoms of that 
People are underlings DESI onbork fides, 
When: thi rygaarpacg rd per place and order; 
they tandin thots eds for which he 
bach prove ond eryords warpe, they turnafide 
from{zod;:aud when they: leave their ſation ; and'would be 
ef themfriven(ad Lucifer) they fall down imo Heat andiicon- 
dition of darknele.; Theway twadvance Proviledgeis tokep 
it Within irs due bounds, . 

S | : Tis+ true, fomnet 


own placeafd of and ary. Bay 


therethey are cloa- 


thed Sib Aojeſftie and: glory.. Every thing is beautifll in 
irsplace and ſcafon : is 4 beauty in 'Provileage (this 
couſylrreg auwellasin Tiberrde./ 


To aſtend: beyond\due: amſiatot Social; is 'no Way: 
bated but monſtr ons ,; asit' the PFeecſhould Sow: out of 


_ the Thighs, ortheHands upon topofthe Head; this is a dils- 


order-and.confalion,: and-thus Pride is"the 'wombe of dark= 
nefle, whichmay be verified in PrvoniMidge as wellas Prero £4 


t3Ve, 


Cis-true, Priviledgchatha Qronger plea, as- being ſoanlicd: 


upon | 


% 
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doth word the MY” rrther Comitry, yet tis. 
ſometimes in th Puinmen, To ſtore open © fer- 


hingsdoe natirailyafoend', but tis ts theiy | 
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[$7 
bp aBleBieamnd Confer tae will not juſtific the, Abs/e 
thereal: for-when Priviledge ſoares high, the people fame- 
times follow it, -citker through ignorance of its Nazwre or 
bounds, or-elfe thac they may not loſe the benefit of that, 
which is truly ſo.called, and is uſcfull in its place, -For-as #4- 
zer aſcends-for the continuation of it ſelfe , ſo the intereſt be- 
eween Parliamens and people, maſt not bee diſcontinued. 
And yet this motion an the pougen part is vzolent, not nara- 
rall : tor Liberty (ſhould not aſcend to Priviledge, but Pri- 
viledge ſhould ſtoop downe to Liberty, as its (enter and 


 Priviledges way ſometimes mount ſo high, that Lzbere 
cannot onely not follow, but is endangered by it. In this caſe 
Priv1legge dilcoritinues it-ſclfe, and Liberty calts off homage 
and fubz<&ton thereto, ſuch Priviledge is to be lop'd off as a 
burden to Freedome, . Rs be 

| Truepriviledge of P ar/iament is this, in a principle of V- 
ion With the peoples Right, an Inmunxity and Freedome to 
mind juſt chings, and co proſecu WE 14. grounds of. righ- 
tcouſneſle and 7 7#th, other priviledges may be pared away,as 
bearing no proportion With their..Exd,, but this ſhall conti- 
nue as ſubſ{ervient unto: Freedoms. ERS bout tat 


SECT. 3. 
of Liberty , or the Peoples Intereſt. 


JN every Commen-wealth the Intereſt of the People is the 
| 7reeand Proper. Intercſt of that, ('ommon-wealth ; other 
.* [atcreſts bave.advanced themſclves, pretendedly ro exalt 
This, and yet being once gotcen intu the Throne of Rule, 
they labour nathingleſſe, or, rather indeed they bend theirut- 
molt endeavour to overthrow Jr, 
;: Preragarive and Priviledge Intereſts,(as fotmerly explat- 
ned in their. corrupt notions) are alcogether inconhſicat with 
True Freedame :. Hence it is that there is an -irrcconcileable 
conteſt berween Them, which will never ceaſe, ; till cicher 


RT «+ 


CLE WONT NY wad Sal Abd wax S aan gs F : TT ; Soo Rom 5 2 
| P reragat | Ve, and P riviledge be, {ſwallowed up | in Fr ce dome, 
i ; 6 * { of: » by = JLT) 4 IE" : 


ot Liberty pitt Prerogarive. Prerogarive; He which 
hath the worſt /axſe metimes frve the. bl Sueeeſſe,, 
or Time and wth kite _ and thus. Ziberry may. 
efle ſpecious advange 


| Previtedge, as having 
| ATi. Þ 7 erue Ped derles in the Mind, and its Proſe. 


| (nbdplg burfew.. Moſt men give np themſelves to the Fdoll- 
rerefts of Preyogarivt and Privitedge, as being more taking 
Wirth ficſh and bloog. 

And when Liberty is once pur to the rout, 1t is no: caſie to 
rally again, or toredcem it ſelfe; for the darkeſt Dungeon is 
its Pr;/on, tis chained with oathes and ſervilc bonds, yea and. 
theſtrong bolts-of hamane Lawes doe keep it in ſubjzeion, 
This are alt things made ſure, with a Grave-ſtonc, a Seale,and 
Watch, andoppreſfion rides in er5»mph upon the backes of. 
the prople, % 

Allimaginary gaps for the re-entrance' of Freedowe, being 
thns ſtop up, it were impoſſible for it to ariſe from thedead, - 
or e6recdver its erueand proper ſtare, if God himſclfe did not 
DPeare, and hugh the conmſcls of men to fcorn, yea and open 

e Iron gates, and knock off the bolts, and tead forth Free- 
dome toopen view, asthe Angel did Peter. 

In this defigne God co-operates with Man, and makes hins. 
inſtrumental; in the work, by clearing his-priaciples, and ſtir- 
ring up his ſpirit, There areſome ſparkes of Freedome in the 
mindes of moſt, which ardinarily Iye decp, andare covered in. 
the Darke, as a ſpark tn the its This ſpark is the image 
of Gedin the mind, which is indecd the Man, (for the divine. 
Image makes the Mar.) This 1s is hid in moſt perſons, 
onely the Tyrant, the Beaft, or the flaviſh principle appeares, 
and the ole bulk is hurried about by che motion of that 
principle, and the fas within'us fwimmes with che ſtream. 

Bur Ged favours all weak things, and harha ſpeciall regard . 
to tender ones, when under darkneffe and opprefſion. Andin: 
any hereunto he layesthe Axe to the root o the Tree , and 


hens our weake principle, he layes the foundation of 

Fn we Within ns, and fo proceeds to blow up the fire, till 
the 700mm be too hot for nnr;ghteouſneſſe and wrong. 

Thus Tyranny beingdrivenc out of the Spins « or — (i N 

Wert: 


ELIE rs 2 


ſpoples the Spoyler, and pugithy 


(7): | 
fareſt hold, its Metropolis, or T6 of Refuge)'tis hunted too 
and fro like a. beait of $8 Neither is this-a rare; thing,. 


— 
v 


its oWae, that Mex may lc 
Power. 


Be wi/e now therefore, O yee Kin 'r, be inſtructed O yee 


Judges of the earth. Moſt of your defign:s are founded u C 
Selfe,and arcagainſt the Lord: you eſtabliſh your ſelves an 
your own greatmeſſe ; your hands are againſt every one, and 
every ones hands againſt you, you have led L:verty captive. 
"Tis the voyce of God to you, Let my oppreſſed got freegome 
of you haveallowed a ch, freedom to Liberty x YOuT 1(0- 
ner, When you could kecP it cloſe no longer, you have Fent. it 
abroad, but with priſon garments, ſome badges of S/avpry 
have remained upon it ; nv portion of Freedowe hath been 
wrung from. you, bur through exzgence or neceſſity. Thus 
have you demeaned your ſ{clvcs,asif the people had been made 
for yox, nt yox for the people. For theſe things doth God a- 
riſe, and the day of your vi/ctat#ox is come. | 
' For why? 'Tis not poſſible for a people to be too free, 
True Liberty hath a cleare liv ht Principle or Rule, and a lar 
compatſle, a ſpacious wall, *tis not kimiced or circumſcribed, 
but by the bounds of tighteouſneſk. Liberty is the daugi- 
ter of Truth and Righteon/xe(ſe, and hath Light within it, as 
the Sun, other lightsare borrewed from it. Tyranny is asa 
Clog, oran Eclip;e to Freedome, God ſees good that Liberry 
ſhould recover-but by degrees , that ſo the world. may be 
ballanced with light and knowled3ze, according to the ad- 
vance thereof;and bc more conſiderate in her a&ixps Thedee- 
per the Foundation, the ſurcr the Work, Liberty in its tuil ap» 
paarance would darken the eye newly recovered from blind- 
nelſe, the principles thercof are infiled to us by degrues, that 
our heads may be frengmened (aotovcrumncd) by ir iv- 


finence. 
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CHAP. 1... 


of the Peoples Right in the Choyce, C hange, or Regulation of 
'" Governm”nt, tozether with the original of Kinzly Power, 


4 
* 


' andlother Formes of Government, 


LL Governments being fundamentally (is to Man)” 
& 'feated in che People, winch Maxime 1s luthiciently 
—& - {poken to of late, The . inhabitants of (#verall 
{ Connries, for the equall diſtribution of Z#/ice co 
._ the whole, have voluntarily ſubmitced to ſeveralt 
Adminiftrationsand*Formesof Government, either under oxe. 
or many Rulers +fo that' Eleition, or Conſent (fetting aide 


Titles by Conqueſt ) are the proper ſource and Foxntain of all 
uſt Governments, Hence it is that the power of Rulers is 

ac AMinſteriall, and in order to the peoples good, which 
hathgivenoccafion tothat known Maxime, ' That the fafty of , 
the people is the ſupream Law. won ed vcr hp agie 


From-hence wee may ice the Rea/o7, why ſome Govern - 


ments arewore or fefſe Free, viz; according to the prudence 
.or.neglet of Aunceftors in bargaining with the Princes, and 
ſectinglimirs ro their: Power. Some have (as It were )given up 


themſelves tothe Wils of their Princes, and out of confidence . 


of their integritie have-lefet them to themſelves , not conſtie- 


ring, that jult menareliable co temprarions, when they arein 


placeand power ; Whichif it were poſſible tor them co avoid; 
yet Jultice is not hereditary , nor gocs by diſcent. Some Na» 
z50ns having been pinched with this inco:ivenience, have after- 
wards ſet Boundsand Lawes to their R#lers , according as 
T «lly doth excellently deſcribe it. Lib. 2. de othic.” Eadens 
conftituendarum legum fuit cauſa , que Regum, jus enim [em- 
per queſitum oft equabile, nequs aliter efſer js, id þ ab _ 

| juſte 
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(9) 
jufts &# bono viro conſequeban:ur ;, eo erant contents , cum? 
"Y | 773401 Ks contiageret, Leges {unit mmuente I qa CK23 012n1= 
bus temper nna CF. cadem vote loquerentnur. F; \ 


Engliſhed tons, . 


There is the fame reaſon for Laws, as:there was for-Kings, for 
People have al waycs fou2hwuatter Right ,.or a1 cquall diſt: buy | 
tion of thiiigs , Wiich if. they id obtain from one juſt and - 
good man , they W<re contcnt therewkh ; but when. they 
tailed thereof , Laws Were fond ouc ,..which ſpake .one and 
twe lame thing to allen, : 

| Thoſe Nations which have been molt {krict in preſcribing 
ſach Reles, are moit Free, ualcficin proceilc of time, through * 
the. olcitancie of the. people , Prezces have trampled upon 
their. bounds, aud made them common ; and in this caſe , as + 
good nane4t ail, as Not oblcived. 

Though thea Governinents have been diverſifycd accor- - 
diag to the difterenc tempers -and apprehenſions of their - 
Founders, the People ; yer the Riſe of chern all, is One and the - 
ſaine ; 50 that what Tully athirmes of the origicall of onar- 
cy, or Kingly. Government, may be ſaid, of all the: reſt, his 
words are thcfc, hb. 2.de Oifc.. Apyd majores noſtros fru« 
cizde juſtitiz cauſa videnturolia bene morati Reges-conſtitu> 
& : Nag; Cun Premercnaturokinmukitudo ab-1is qui mayores | 
opcs habebant, ad unum aliquzm confugicbant vittutem pre- 
ſtancem, qui cum prohiberet tnjuria teauiores #quitate con- - 
Rirueada, furamos cun inimis'pariJure retinebar. The «fu. 
of - which 1a. Englith-is this, .Our Anceſtors firſt: apborned: 
Kings for the admiziftration of juſtice ; For when the multi-' 
tude was oppreſſed by great and mighty. men, they preſently. 
adareſſed them/alves to ſome one eminent and _verinous man, - 
who defended the.poore from wrong and kept both poor and rich. 
within the bounds of Equity. An inſtanceof 'this kinde wee. 
bave in Herod: Clio, Wherethe Hedes revolting from the A/- * 
ſyreans, cliole one Dezoces for their King, a man of ſuppoſed> 
{tigeſic and Equity in preventing diſorders and abulcs a-.. 

monelt, t 


A ". we” * * 


% 
oQ 
. 
'S. - 
i Wi — Fn 


(to | 
mongſt them. But this remedy 11 cime proved as bad as the 
te (ale, fo thac people were enforced to ſeek protection under 
* -:of:yerai Rulers, which theymifled under One, Henee: it came 
co paſſe that the Romans baniihe1 their King and his Govern- 
ment together, and ſubmicted themlelves to another Forme., 

But at firſt. they which ſubje& themlclves co the govern= 
. ment of One, may by the ſame reaſon ſubmit co 994», which 


is Ariſtocracie, or may alter their government from one Form 


to another 3 For they that chooſe may chaxge, provided it bee 
-upon jult and valuable grounds, Famous was the diſpute had 
before O tavins (eſar by rwoof his Favourites and Coune 
.cellors, about continuance or change of Monarchy, of which 
you may read in Dzox.lib.5 2. Tac ltory.is this, When Oft«- 
' wiz (Ceſar had by the Armes and ficcetlcs of his predecel- 
ſors and his own, reduced the world to peace, and made a 
compleat conqueſt of che great known parc thereof, hee tooke 
counſell with efgrippa and Hocenas , rwo of his intimate 
friends, whether he ſhould maintaine the Empire and A10- 
#archy in his own hands, or refigne jc to the Senate and peo- 
ple of Rome ; Agrippa makes an eloquent Oration againff 
* Monarchy, perſwadiag him to ſurrender up the Government 
into the hands of the Sexate, On the other fide, Afeconar 
perſwades the contrary, and-pleads for Afonarchy , whoſe 
counſell was wlloweth; Ceſar, yet (0, as that Agrippa Was 
ſtill honorably entertained and reſpeted by hum. From 
Which Story we may obſerve two things. 
' I. That Anti- monarchicalues ts no crimeat all, but a diffc- 
rence in jadzethent about an External Forme of Civill g9- 
. vernment : Ycagreat Stateſmen (\uchas Agrippa)) have'gi= 
ven in their judgements freely again Monarchical govern- 
ment, 3s Agrippa here did. | 


3. | hat coperſwade and endeavour the alteration of Go- 


veramentsfrom one form toanother, hath been the ſubje& of 
the diſcourſe and ation of wi/emen.as we ice here in Aprippe. 

And though there may be a beauty in Aonarchy,(ducly cir- 
cumlſaibed )as well as in other forms of Government, yer ſuck 
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(ir) 
cafes may fometimes fall out , when Reaſon and Judgement: 
may not onely call for , but enforce a change ;, A provocation: 
it muſt beof grand and fundamenrall importance, which if ir: 
cannot be otherwiſe ornot ſoconveniently redreſſed,may un- 
dergoe this kinde of cre ; Which in caſes of extremity hath. 
been praftiſed by Nartons. 

Smaller inconveniencies may be redreſſed without the abo- 
lition of a form , viz. by preſcribing limits to thoſe Relers, 
who have abuſed their Power, which under pain of guilt they - 
may not excced ; For the whole body of the People is above. 
their R#ler, whether one or more. 

Not to ſpend much time herein, I ſhal conclude this with the 
argument of the Biſhop of Burgen in the Councel of Baſil 
(which was in the rcignof our Hexry the 6**)wherediſpuring 
againlt the authority of thePope above Councels, he urgeth chis. 
argument;that as K :»gdoms are and ouzht to be above Kings, 
ſo 1s aCowncel above aPope.So that former ages have had ſome. 
light, as couching the Office and duty of a chicfe Rxley or. 
King and would have been able ro deſcry theflartery of thoſe, 
who aſcribe ſo much Majeſtic and Sacredneſle cither ro Jfas, 
or AMex.. | 4} 

For are not Rulers themſelves under a Law? are they nor- 
accountable for what they do? Are they not ſabjet<o frailries 
like other men? Arc we not all derived from one common . 
Stock ? Is not every man born free? when wee alcride {9 - 
_ to an, wee detract from the praiſe and glory of- 

True Majeſty is in the ſpirit and conſiſts m the Divine 7-- 
mage of God 10 the winde , which the Princes of the World: 
comming ſhorr off , have ſupplycd its defet with outward 
badges of Fle/oly honour ; which are but Empry fhews and- 
carnal appearaxces, when void of the ſnbſtance, 

Bur as weake as they are, they have dazled onr eyes, . 
throuzh the darkneſte which is in us, when we our ſelves ſhall 
be raiſed up to an inward glory, we ſhall then beable to judge- 
of that Majeſty and Glory, which reſts upon another. 

FiNIS. 
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